power of gender and sexuality. Contemporary scholars, educators, and filmmakers have now recognized that African societies combine and interweave customary practices with innovations originating in the paradigm of modernity. It is not surprising, then, that systems of customary law coexist alongside the legal systems imported from the West and that of Islam, and individuals make use of the system best suited to their purposes. Equally familiar to fans in Africa and in the West, music from South Africa, Ghana, Morocco, and other locations integrates the rhythms and sounds from the African continent with those from other parts of the world.
More difficult to identify and comprehend are those situations in which gender and sexuality are central. Not limited to gender roles, concepts of female and male may serve as a metaphorical resource for categories of social organization not directly linked to gender. Closely linked to relations of power, whether or not they are apparent, expressions of gender and sexuality may be influential in social and political life, as when, for example, women collectively express political action with their bodies. In another development, over the past decade women's rights have been linked to human rights. An unfortunate schism has developed in some instances, placing those who argue for "customary practice" in opposition to the forces working for better conditions for women. The claims made under the guise of custom have often been shaped by years of contact with the West or with Islam, both of which have privileged males in African societies and ignored or denied the roles and powers of women. One of the most dynamic issues characterizing social life in contemporary African societies, this rupture distinguishing custom from modernity provides the focus for a wide range of political activity while at the same time other dynamics are integrating the traditional and the modern, as we see, for example, in the films of Sembene or television from South Africa.
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